[image: image1.jpg]\/ i S i t BUCKINGHAMSHIRE

The Val of Aylesbury, The Chltema i 1 Thames Valley




History & Heritage ~ Famous Inhabitants
John Hampden (1594-1643)

John Hampden, a cousin of Oliver Cromwell, was a key figure in the English Civil War movement. The Hampden family had lived at Great Hampden in the Chilterns since before the Norman Conquest. Known as 'The Patriot' he championed the rights of the common people of England against the tyranical rule of King Charles I. Hampden's famous stand against Ship Tax in 1635, whereby he refused to pay the naval tax when it was extended by the King to inland counties without parliamentary consultation, resulted in a great moral victory, even though he lost the case. It arroused great public interest and ultimately resulted in the King recalling parliament after an 11 year interval. John Hampden died in battle against Prince Rupert at Chalgrove Field in 1643. His lifelong friend Arthur Goodwin said of him "He was a gallant man, an honest man, an able man, and take all, I know not any man living second... I would lay it to the heart that God takes away the best among us". Hampden is buried at the Church of St Mary Magdelene in Great Hampden, his family's home. A statue of him stands in Aylesbury town centre and in 2002 the Bucks Free Press named him Bucks Greatest Person.

Places to Visit:

Great Hampden Village

Aylesbury

Oliver Cromwell (1599-1658)

The future Lord Protector of England took shelter in Buckinghamshire with his family during the Civil War at Woodrow High House near Amersham. Tunnels are reputed to have been built at the house to aid the family's escape should the house be raided by Royalists.

William Penn (1644-1718)

William Penn was a Quaker who went to America to escape persecution and founded the state of Pennsylvania. He worshipped and is buried at Jordans Friends Meeting House in Chalfont St Giles.

Places to Visit:

Jordans Meeting House at Chalfont St Giles

Sir Francis Dashwood (1708-1781)

Sir Francis Dashwood was the eccentric and contraversial aristocrat who founded the infamous and debaucherous 'Hell Fire Club'. He lived at his family estate at West Wycombe which he had resored and added to throughout his life. He founded a mock monastic brotherhood known as the 'Order of the Friars of St Fancis of Wycombe' whose members included some of the most important people of the day. They met in secret at Medmenham Abbey near Marlow and indulged in Sir Francis' penchant for dressing up, mock ritualistic practices, women and drink. Dashwood commissioned a road to be built to connect West Wycombe and High Wycombe in order to provide employment for locals and the West Wycombe caves were excavated as a result. Sir Fracis had these expanded and in 1762, amongst spreading rumours of devil worship goings on at Medmenham (earning them the knickname the 'Hell Fire Club'), he moved the group's headquarters to the caves. Sir Fancis was made Chancellor of the Exchequer in 1662, much to the amusement of his friends who considered him "incapable of adding up his bar bill". Dashwood's legacy includes West Wycombe Park and the beautiful Church of St Lawrence, with its golden globe which had a trap door at the base and room to seat 3 or 4 people inside. Dashwood's friend John Wilkes said of the church "I believe this is the first church which has ever been built for a prospect...built on the top of a hill for the convenience and devotion of the town at the bottom of it". Sir Francis is buried in the vault at the Church of St Lawrence alongside his wife and parents.

Places to visit:

West Wycombe House and Park

Medmenham Abbey

Hell Fire Caves

 

Florence Nightingale (1820-1910)

The 'Lady of the Lamp' was famed for her nursing in the Crimean War in 1854, but Florence Nightingale was also a pioneer in campaigning for improving standards of rural nursing practice. She regularly stayed at Claydon House in Middle Claydon and wrote over 200 books, pamphlets and reports about how to improve rural medicine. She had the support of Dr George De'Ath of Buckingham and the pair became known as 'Heath Missioners' and they set up the pioneer Bucks County Hospital. In 1883 Nightingale was awarded the Royal Red Cross by Queen Victoria. In 1907 she became the first woman to be awarded the Order of Merit and in 1908 she was given the Honorary Freedom of the City of London. Florence Nightingale died of chronic fatigue sydrome in 1910 and left as her legacy the origins of the modern nursing profession.

Places to Visit:

Claydon House

Benjamin Disraeli (1804-1881)

One of the most colourful characters of the 19th century and Queen Victoria's favourite Prime Minister, Disraeli made Hughenden Manor his much loved retreat from London. He was responsible for the introduction of measures to reform parliament with the view that that middle class had too much political power. Disraeli was awarded the title of the Earl of Beaconsfield by Queen Victoria in 1876. Hughendedn Manor is furnished with his personal belongings and memorabilia.

Places to visit:

Hughenden Manor

The Rothschilds

Baron Ferdinand de Rothschild, a member of the hugely wealthy Austrian Rothschild banking family, aquired the Waddesdon Estate in 1874 and built the magnificent Waddesdon Manor in the style of a French Chateau. Ferdinand held the office of High Sheriff of Buckinghamshire and in 1885 was elected as Liberal MP for Aylesbury. Waddesdon became a treasure house for his collections of art, tapestries and furniture. The grounds were also splendid and Queen Victoria visited to view them in 1890. When Baron Ferdinand died in 1898 the house, its grounds and its treasures passed down through the Rothschild Family until it was bequeathed to the National trust upon the death of James A. de Rothschild in 1957.

Places to visit:

Waddesdon Manor

Amy Johnson (1903-1941)

Amy Johnson once lived in Princes Risborough, as the first woman to fly solo to Australia she was a record breaking aviatrix and worked for the Air Transport Auxiliary during WWII. She crashed whilst on a routine flight from Blackpool to RAF Kidlington, and drowned in the Thames estuary in Oxfordshire (her body was never recovered). A commemorative plaque can be seen on wall of her timber framed house, which is known as Monks Staithe.

Places to visit:

Princes Risborough

Sir John Mills (1908-2005)

Sir John Mills, the highly regarded and much loved actor, lived in Denham. He was the star of over 100 films and won an Oscar for Best Supporting Actor for his role as the Irish village mute Michael in 'Ryan's Daughter'. He married the playwrite Mary Hayley Bell in 1941 and the couple had three children: Juliet, Hayley and Jonathan. He was made a CBE in 1960, knighted in 1976 and was given a special honour by the British Academy of Film and Television Arts (Bafta) in 2002.

Places to visit:

Denham

Sir Steve Redgrave (1962-)

World famous Olympian Sir Steve Redgrave hails from Marlow. The rower, who holds 5 gold medals from 5 successive Olympic Games, attended Great Marlow School, where he first started rowing. He then joined the famous Leander Rowing Club at Henley. As well as his 5 Olympic Golds (the first in Los Angeles in 1984, the last in Sydney in 2000), Redgrave is also 9 times World Champion and triple Commonweath Champion. There is a statue of Sir Steve in Marlow's Higginson Park to commemorate him becoming Britain's Greatest Olympian after the Sydney 2000 games.

Places to visit:

Marlow

Roald Dahl & John Milton ~ Please see the Literary Connections download. 
